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A brief reflection on the formation of the Wagga Wagga Veteran and Vintage Motor Club 

November 1966 to September 1967 

 

 

  
Front page picture: Club president David Jones (right), Bill Hanrahan (back, left) his 1926 Vauxhall and 

Cheryl, Natalie and Fiona Gamble. 



It took just one advertisement in the Daily Advertiser and a two- hour meeting at the 

Commercial Club to bring what would become the Wagga Wagga Veteran and Vintage 

Motor Club to life.  

For Jeff Gamble, his interest in cars started as a child and he bought his first vintage car, a 

1928 Chevrolet, and restored it in 1964. The car had been languishing in a chook yard.   

While working at Harris Chemicals/Drug House of Australia, he encouraged his colleagues 

to take an interest when he drove this car to work.  

Colleagues Ray Newman owned an unrestored Rolls-Royce which had been turned into a 

ute and Robyn Ellem owned a 1929 Nash sedan. A friend Peter Cozier had a 1922 Fiat 510. 

 

 

 

The fellowship between colleagues and friends led Mr Gamble to place an advertisement 

in The Daily Advertiser on Wednesday November 16, 1966 to form an independent club in 

Wagga Wagga. The club would be for people who were interested in keeping, restoring 

and driving cars from the times 

past.  

The meeting was set down for 

November 17, 1966 at the 

Commercial Club. 

 

The first advertisement placed in The 

Daily Advertiser on November 16, 1966. 

 

Wagga Wagga  

Veteran and Vintage  

Club's first  

secretary - treasurer  

Robyn Ellem with a  

display of vintage  

motorcylces .   

Wagga Veteran and Club's secreta- treasurRobyn Ellem display of motorcyls .   



"We wanted to help one another and share our interests and views of automotive 

engineering and have a bit of fun," Mr Gamble said.  

The first members at the time were David Jones, Ray Newman, Jeff Gamble, Bill Cozier, 

Peter Cozier, Robyn Ellem, Ron Smith, Barry Ledwidge, Mal Andrews, Peter Shadel, Jack 

Pulver, Frank Ingram, Roy Verus and Jim Gould. It is possible that one or two members 

may have been overlooked at this first meeting.  

At that first meeting Bill Cozier was elected as the chairman, drawing on his experience as 

the Commodore at the Wagga Wagga Boat Club. He agreed to donate a draft constitution 

drawn up by a lawyer; who was a member of the boat club, for the car club to use.  

In the early days of the club, David Jones demonstrated leadership in forming the club and 

took on the role of President. He was re-elected as club president at the 2 March 1967 

meeting, a post he held for seven years.  

“The club wouldn’t have existed without him. He just had that drive; had the knack of 

getting everything done right,” Mr Gamble said. "David had an aura, absolutely genuine 

and honest, a special person and incredibly charming - he was invaluable to the fledgling 

club," he said.  

At the same meeting, Peter Earle accepted the temporary position of Treasurer and Michael 

Miller as temporary Secretary. 

 

 

After the first meeting at the Commercial Club, the club began to expand and a second 

meeting was held at the Tarcutta Street Senior Citizens Hall. 

 

To enhance the club’s social activities, the third and fourth meetings were held at the Royal 

Hotel owned by Kevin Carmody, a champion motorcycle speedway rider. The Royal Hotel 

  
  
  

Wagga Veteran and  

Vintage Club foundation  
members Jeff Gamble  

( 

left) and Ray Newman. 

  



was located on the corner of Baylis and Forsyth Streets - a space now occupied by the 

Sturt Mall.  

"After the meeting at Tarcutta Street we were all up at Carmody’s anyway, so it seemed a 

sensible place for the next meeting," Mr Gamble said.  

However, fitting the entire club into the hotel’s parlour was a tough ask and the Union Club 

Hotel was chosen as the next venue for future meetings.  

On April 13th, 1967 the club filed into 

the Union Club Hotel with licensee 

Matt Gallagher surprised by the large 

number of people interested in old 

cars and he commented that another 

barman would have to be put on to 

serve both the customers and club 

members. 

 
Advertising the April 13 meeting in The 

Daily Advertiser's Wednesday April 12, 

1967 edition.   

 

Several different Club names were considered after the first meeting including the Antique 

and Classic Motor Club and the Vintage and Classic Motor Club. However, to appeal to as 

many people as possible including motorcyclists, stationary engine owners and early 

motor-boat owners the name Wagga Wagga Veteran and Vintage Motor Club was chosen 

at the 3 August 1967 meeting. 

At its 7 September 1967 meeting, members decided to be a stand alone club and to formally 

present the amended constitution to a special meeting scheduled for 14 September 1967. A 

full committee would also be appointed. 

 

At the 14 September meeting, the constitution was adopted and the following committee 

was appointed: 

 

President David Jones, Vice 

President Ray Newman, 

Secretary/Treasurer Robyn Ellem, 

Patrons Jack Skeers & Mayor R J 

Harris, Committee Men Noel 

Howarth & Peter Earle, Jeff 

Gamble and others. 

 

 

  



 

The original minutes and records from the Wagga Wagga Veteran and Vintage Motor 

Club's first and second meetings have long since been lost. The minutes for subsequent 

meetings are sparse in their detail. This brief history has been compiled from available 

minutes and the recollections of foundation member Jeff Gamble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wagga Wagga Veteran and Vintage Motor Club Members including from left “Nigger” Morrow, John 

Martin, Len Oakman, Joe Knight, Bob Sunderland, Peter Murphy, David Jones and Jeff Gamble. Photo 

courtesy of The Daily Advertiser.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


